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The Dakshinayana path commences ftom the constella-
tion of Karkataka. As the etymology connotes 'Dakshatht
vardhathe ilhi dakshinah\ Dakshinayana signifies progress
in worldly affairs. As detailed in the first chapter
the worldly transactions of the beings are treated from
Karkataka onwards    The Dakshinayana path is also
called the Pithriyana path (the path of the ancestors).
These interpretations of the Uttarayana and Dakshinayana
conform to Lord Krishna's statement in the Bhagawad
Gita.

These Uttarayana and Dakshinayana paths apply not
merely to the Sun, Moon and other planets, but to
the entire universe. Uttarayana commences from Makara
and as the significance of Makara indicates, the dissolution
of the universe commences, and at the end of Meena
(at the Mahalaya New Moon) the entire Universe is
dissolved and merged in the Supreme Being, and He
alone remains. From this stag^, i.e., from the constellation
of Mesha, the creation of the Universe again begins,
and the creation is completed, as explained in the
first chapter, by the end of the constellation of Mithuna.
Therefore out of the six constellations of Uttarayana,
Makara, Kumbha and Meena signify the dissolution of
the universe, while Mesha, Vrishabha and Mithuna indicate
the re-birth of the Universe.

The six constellations from Karkataka belong to
Dakshinayana. In its first three constellations, Karkataka,
Simha, Kanya the progress of the worldly affairs of
beings is indicated. In the constellations of Thula, Vrishika
and Dhanus is indicated the decay of worldly affairs.
In the constellations of Makara, Kumbha and Meena
the entire physical universe is dissolved leaving the
Supreme Being alone. Creation commences again from